
English 388 

University of Massachusetts Amherst 

Fall 2019 

 

Unit 1: Analysis 

 

For Unit 1, you will write three papers, two short and one “long,” all focused on the activity of 

rhetorical analysis. The three papers will be closely linked. The central, long paper will be a 

thoughtful, sustained analysis of a “rhetorical” text using the theoretical vocabulary we’ll be 

learning in this unit. Surrounding that paper will be two shorter ones: a proposal, turned in first, 

identifying the text you’ve chosen for analysis and providing a rationale for that choice, and a 

final, “springboard” paper in which you reflect on what you learned in analyzing that text. 

 

The proposal paper, 1-2 pp DS, will be due in class Tues., Sept. 10. In it, you will identify the 

text you’ve chosen to analyze and give some sense of why you find that text problematic, 

curious, important, interesting. The text you choose is largely up to you, but it should be a text 

that lends itself to the kind of rhetorical analysis we’ll be doing. To get started, I suggest 

browsing “rhetorical” texts at 1) the Top 100 American political speeches of the 20th century; 2) 

the opinion pages of national news sites like the, New York Times and Wall Street Journal; and 

3) the opinion pages of a local news site like the Daily Collegian.  

 

A draft of the main analysis paper will be due Tues., Sept. 24; and the final version, Thu., Sept. 

26. It should be c. 4-6 pp DS. The analysis need not be comprehensive or exhaustive; in fact, you 

will probably want to focus it on a specific claim you want to make about the text or a particular 

problem you want to explore with it. You’ll also want to provide your readers with some 

orienting information about the text, i.e., its rhetorical situation. That said, you’ll definitely want 

to incorporate the theory we’ll be studying in class (e.g., invention, arrangement, style); but try 

not to treat that theory mechanically. You should allow your analysis to emerge, as much as 

possible, inductively – by reading your text closely on its own terms, even as your view of that 

text is influenced by the language of analysis we’ll been learning. Remember: the point of 

analysis is to break a text down and try to understand how it works – to “loosen it.” But there can 

be moments here that also resemble narrative, summary, critique, personal essay, etc. 

 

There’s no requirement or even expectation that you do any “outside” research on your text; but 

you should provide at the end of the main paper full bibliographic information about it, including 

the URL if it’s available online, as well as about any other texts or resources, including those 

read in class, if you use, quote, or refer to them. MLA is the default citation style for this course. 

 

The final assignment of the unit will be a 2-4 pp DS “springboard” assignment in which you take 

your analysis further, into your own life and work. What have you learned about that text, or 

about rhetoric more generally in this unit, that might inform your future work as a teacher, as a 

professional communicator, as a citizen or activist? On Oct. 1, you’ll turn in all three papers, 

carefully revised and copyedited, in a portfolio, introduced by a cover sheet written in class. 

 

 

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/top100speechesall.html
https://www.nytimes.com/section/opinion
http://www.wsj.com/news/opinion
http://dailycollegian.com/category/oped/

